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Thank you to everybody who returned the  
G & T Questionnaire.  We had an enormous 
response, which is currently being analysed.  
It has already been of great help in 
determining the ways we can offer support 
to each other across the Authority.  The list 
of ways in which we support Gifted and 
Talented pupils will be outlined in the next 
newsletter.  At the last count over 75% of 
schools have a policy for provision for Gifted 
and Talented pupils.  If you would like to see 
any of these policies please call the School 
advisory section and we will link schools.  I 
am currently working through requests for 
training and support to find ways we can 
help and coordinate expertise across the 
Authority.  If you were not able to return your 
questionnaire by the end of the Summer 
Term or would like to complete one before 
the final analysis, please give Leanne Cook 
a call on 01454 863271 and she will send 
you a copy. 
 
 
 
 
I am indebted to all the contributions to this 
newsletter who have so generously offered 

examples of their practice in supporting 
Gifted and Talented pupils in their schools.  
The contributions reflect the different needs 
of schools and the way they have worked to 
provide support for Gifted and Talented 
pupils in their individual circumstances.  
Please do keep sending me contributions for 
the newsletter at the following address: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The group met in May 2003 to discuss the 
definition of Gifted and Talented in South 
Gloucestershire LEA to be used in updated 
guidance to be circulated to schools in the 
next year.  The group will continue to meet 
to support all schools in  
the LEA and the next 
meeting will be early 
in the Autumn Term 
2003, when work on 
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the guidance document will be completed.  
The members of the group are: 
 
Ben Houghton Filton High School 
Clare Shurmer-Jones Barr’s Court Primary 

School  
Esther Saunders St Andrew’s Primary 

School  
Gary Lobbett Sir Bernard Lovell 

School 
Helen Daone Christchurch Primary 

School 
Jill Bendeaux Wellesley Primary 

School  
Julia Mabey School Improvement 

Adviser 
Kath Wilson Grange School & 

Sports College 
Louise Wenham Meadowbrook 

Primary School  
Margaret Smith Crossways Infant 

School  
Mike Whitton Mangotsfield School  
 
 
Mo Williams Christ The King  

Primary School 

Nicola Bailey Charborough Road 
Primary School  

Nicola Bates Stanbridge Primary 
School  

Sandra Allen Bromley Heath Infant 
School 

Sian Barker Culverhill School  
Tracey France TLF Consultant 
Wiola Hola Educational 

Consultant 
 
 

In this issue: 
• NACE Conference  
• Provision in our schools in South 

Gloucestershire 
 

• Gifted and Talented Children talking about 
their experiences 

 

• Ideas to support pupils with gifts and talents  

• Brief news from Summer Schools for Gifted & 
Talented Pupils. 

 

• Useful resources  

• Book List  

• Pupil Resources  

• Useful Websites  

• Training Reminders  

 
NACE CONFERENCE 

FRIDAY 4TH JULY – SUNDAY 6TH JULY 2003 
JOHN WEST BURNHAM, DEBORAH EYRE  

AND CHRIS YAPP 
 
Belle Wallace, the president of NACE, introduced the theme of the conference ‘Creating a New 
Vision of Learning for Able, Gifted and Talented Pupils’.  There were three keynote speakers. 
 
Creating a New Vision of Learning for Able, Gifted and Talented Pupils 
Presenter:  John West Burnham 
Professor John West Burnham is Director of Professional Research and Development at the 
London Leadership Centre, Institute of London. 
Professor Burnham asked, ‘Are you confident that every child has achieved some learning 
success this week?’  He went on to define a vocabulary around learning; shallow, deep and 
profound learning.  These do not necessarily imply a hierarchy of learning he explained. 
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He defined shallow learning as the core process for our pupils e.g. copying.  The process of 
shallow learning may be necessary in some instances but shallow learning is extrinsically 
motivated and leads to compliance and dependency for the student.  He suggested learning 
remains shallow unless pupils are given the opportunities to create knowledge from information 
understood by the learner. 
 
Pupils encouraged to reflect on information move to a deeper understanding and learning; for 
example, pupils can apply the concept of causality in history, moving from the concrete to the 
abstract. 
 
Profound learning, involving application of intuition, wisdom, meaning and experience, is 
recognisable when pupils make links and leaps in their thinking and knowledge.  His point was 
that whilst we offer appropriate learning to all pupils we should recognise, respect, facilitate and 
maximise profound learning opportunities for our pupils with gifts and talents.  How can we do 
this? 
 
Talking about and developing our shared and increasingly sophisticated vocabulary through a 
meaningful dialogue about the nature of understanding in the core of the school’s work, he 
suggests, is a useful subject for a staff meeting. 
 
Gifted Education in the 21st Century 
Presenter: Deborah Eyre 
Professor Deborah Eyre is the Director of the Academy for Gifted and Talented Youth at the 
University of Warwick. 
 
Professor Eyre outlined and celebrated progress with provision for Gifted and Talented pupils in 
schools and asked where can we go next?  She reminded us that we currently live in the cult of 
the individual, e.g. David Beckham!  She expressed a view that we currently tinker with the 
education system through learning styles and objectives rather than addressing the holistic 
needs of the individual learner.  Professor Eyre described the challenge facing us to ensure that 
all pupils have access to high quality education through continuity and progression of provision 
appropriate to need.  Her suggestions as to how we can achieve this for Gifted and Talented 
pupils in particular focused on these strategies: 
� Classroom differentiation 
� High expectations 
� Open ended tasks 
� Tasks that account for individual learning styles and understanding 
� Target probing questions to Gifted and Talented pupils 
� Provision of additional reading materials 
� Study of difficult and complex tasks 
� Access to higher tier assessment and exam papers 
� Formative assessment and critical feedback 
� Enrichment tasks 
� Extension and acceleration 
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Learning Renaissance 
Presenter: Chris Yapp 
Chris Yapp is a Client Principal in Government, Educational and Medical, in Compaq Global 
Services, a division of the new HP. 
Chris compared the current progress in access to information and the invention of the PC with 
that of the Italian Renaissance and the invention of the printing press in 1492.  His background 
in commerce and industry gave a different perspective on the future provision for our Gifted and 
Talented students as he questioned values and trends in IT and globalisation.  He asked,  
‘What should you teach a five year old today so they will be IT literate at the age of 20?’ 
 
This was the first time I had attended a NACE conference on behalf of schools in our LEA.  The 
quality of the speakers was excellent and the small number of delegates meant it was possible 
to question and debate points with the keynote speakers.  With a combination of keynote 
speakers, workshops and an excellent bookstall selling resources for supporting Gifted and 
Talented pupils this conference was an opportunity to talk with many teachers who provided for 
Gifted and Talented pupils in their classes and their schools.  Attendance at this conference or 
similar would be a useful training for a Gifted and Talented Coordinator at all Key Stages. 
 
If you have any suggestions for training, conferences, have attended Gifted and Talented events 
etc… do please share these with us so that we can further support Gifted and Talented pupils 
and colleagues in school. 
 

PROVISION IN OUR SCHOOLS  
IN SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

 
 

POLICY FOR PROVISION FOR ABLE, EXCEPTIONALLY ABLE  
  AND TALENTED CHILDREN 

FROM ELM PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL, WINTERBOURNE. 
 

‘If you think there is only one answer, you will only find one’ (Barry Teare) 
 

We have had a policy for Able children for a number of years: during that time our provision has 
evolved and expanded, to the extent that we now have an ‘Able Child’ register, with 65 children 
on it (out of 290 on roll).  This register encompasses the whole range of academic abilities, as 
well as artistic, sporting and technological. 
 
There are four key elements to our provision: 

1. Definition/identification 
2. Meeting needs 
3. Parental involvement 
4. Training and coordination 

 
1. Definition/Identification 
Our existing definition and identification strategies were refined following a Cluster INSET Day 
held in 2002, led by Barry Teare.  As a result of this, the Winterbourne Cluster drew up a 
common definition: 



G&T Newsletter – Issue 2 Autumn 2003 5

Able pupils are those working at a level above the national average for their peer group in one 
or more subjects in the statutory School Curriculum.  Within this group there are pupils who can 
be defined as ‘exceptionally able’.  These pupils are deemed to be working two levels above 
the national average in these subjects. 
Talented pupils are those who have particular abilities in art and design, music, PE or in sports 
or performing arts such as dance and drama. 
 
[Editorial note: The above is the definition used by this cluster, other schools may have different 
definition] 
 
Children are identified through School processes (SATs, Teacher Assessment etc…); parents 
are also invited each year to nominate their child in any area they wish.  Once identified, children 
are entered onto the Able Child register.  We then explore what type of provision can be made 
for the different needs identified. 
 
2. Meeting Needs 

a) In-class approach.  The five key elements are: breadth; depth; acceleration; 
independence and reflection.  Planning for effective differentiation is essential, linked with 
effective questioning. 

b) Withdrawal.  A few children may need to work with an older year group; more often, 
groups of able children may be withdrawn to work with a teacher on specific aspects of 
the curriculum. 

c) Out of class activities.  Children may be guided towards certain activities or clubs; 
encouraged to enter competitions; take part in additional musical or sporting 
opportunities; take part in Cluster events. 

d) Additional (enrichment) activities.  Our latest venture has been to reorganise our timetable 
in KS2, creating an additional hour for enrichment activities based on Technology and 
Arts.  Children have a choice of activities, though some activities are specifically directed 
towards the more able.  The emphasis in all of these activities is on creativity and 
excitement – aspects that have been sadly squeezed from the current curriculum. 

 
3. Parental Involvement 
By opening up the process of identification to parents we took a risk that we would raise 
expectations that we were unable to meet.  In practice that hasn’t happened; we have ended up 
with a more complete picture of the children, with the possibility of unearthing hidden talents 
(such as golf; construction kits).  It has also raised the profile of this area to be on a par with our 
Special Needs provision. 
 
4. Training and Coordination 
All teaching staff attended the INSET Day, and new staff address Able Child issues as part of 
their Induction Programme.  An experienced member of staff is our Able Child Coordinator and 
she has half a day each week to work with groups of able children on particular areas.  This area 
has its own budget, and we are gradually building up a library of support materials.  The key 
message here is: this is something we are serious about!   
 
A copy of the School policy is available on the School website: http://www.elmparkpri.ik.org  

 
Mark Freeman, Headteacher  
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ENRICHMENT IN PRIMARY SCHOOL  
IN THE COTSWOLD CLUSTER 

FENN MARSHALL, HAWKESBURY UPTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Several years ago we (the Cotswold Cluster 
of seven schools) decided to arrange 
sessions for our more able children.  The 
original idea was that we would organise 
these on a half termly basis, but that has 
slipped a bit (a lot in some years!) 
 
Usually four children from each school meet 
to work together on a topic for an afternoon.  
The host School uses the expertise of a 
member of staff although we recently used 
an advanced skills teacher (thanks to Angus 
Gregson) and we have sometimes paid for 
outside providers. 
 
For some topics it was stretched to an all- 
day session, although that is usually when 
we have sent different groups in the morning 
and the afternoon. 
 
We frequently send different children to the 
different topics and it can be any age, 

although we do not usually go younger than 
Year 2. 
 
The topics that have worked well have been 
Dance, Problem Solving, Mathematics, Art, 
Science, Design & Technology to name but 
a few. 
 
We often rely on parents for transport and 
we sometimes go a term without a session, 
but that is life; we do not spend ages 
worrying about it but just get on and 
organise another. 
 
This spring we also organised (with a lot of 
help from the Music Service and thanks to 
Julia Bowen!) a music festival in 
Hawkesbury church where all the 
instrumentalists taught by peripatetic staff 
had a workshop and lunchtime concert; a 
beautiful day in a beautiful setting. 
 

Winterbourne Partnership Able Child Initiative 
 
The starting point for this initiative was a joint INSET Day attended by all of the local 
schools, funded by The Ridings Technology Project, and led by Barry Teare, a national 
authority on Able Children and author of numerous books on this subject.  He focussed on 
3 areas: 
� Fundamentals of teaching Able Children: What do they need? 
� Identification: Who are they?  How to identify potential? 
� Constructing an appropriate curriculum. 

As a result of this day we drew up a statement on definition (see above).  We avoided the 
word ‘gifted’, as we felt this narrowed the field too much, and went for a broader definition.  
The Deputies’ group began looking at different curriculum areas and how they could be 
enriched, with better provision for Able Children. 
We then set up a project where two children from each school were invited to a 
Mathematics and a Literacy session.  The Mathematics focussed on problem solving, while 
the Literacy looked at writing.  Both were very enjoyable and will hopefully become termly 
features. 
And next?  There’s the rest of the curriculum (and beyond) waiting to be explored in this 
way… 
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Several of our schools are small and it is a 
chance for these children to get together and 
be challenged with a group of peers.  I 
especially remember one statemented boy 
who went to the Art session because of his 
talent.  The effect on his self-esteem at 
being selected to go was tremendous.  The 
quality of his work at the end of the session 
was wonderful and his parents rushed off 

and got it framed.  He will remember that 
session all his life. 
 
In these days of demands on our time the 
‘enrichment groups’, as we call; them, are 
almost the main reason for our existence as 
a Cluster.  Long may they continue. 
 

 
 

STRATEGIES FOR SUPPORTING ABLE PUPILS  
IN CORE SUBJECTS  

AT ST ANDREW’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

 
I am pleased to be able to offer the following strategies that we use for the more able children 
here at St Andrew’s Primary School, specifically in Numeracy, but also to some extent in 
Science and Literacy. 
 
� Master classes involving other Cluster schools with an external facilitator 
� Classroom challenges specific to themselves 
� One - to - one sessions with another member of staff 
� Use of the World Tests 
� Use of internet materials  
� Homework support material to ‘stretch’ the child  
� Use of questioning skills  

Mrs E. M. Saunders, Headteacher 
 
 
 

THINKING AND PROBLEM SOLVING  
AT THE RIDINGS HIGH SCHOOL 

JAN BATEMAN 
 

 
 
Provision for Gifted and Talented 
Pupils at The Ridings High School 
 
Gifted and Talented Pupils are well 
catered for at The Ridings High School 
within the normal curriculum.  There 
exists, as in most schools, provision for 
extension built in to the curriculum and 
offered by all subjects. 
 
� The Arts Faculty provides 

optional additional courses for 

musicians who wish to improve 
on their particular instrument.  
There are productions from both 
Music and Drama faculties. 
Sporting excellence is always 
encouraged both with team and 
individual sports. 

� Language study encourages and 
supports visits abroad.  Those 
pupils who are fortunate enough 
to be bi-lingual are encouraged 
to take a GCSE in their language 
early in their school life. 
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� Science and Mathematics 
faculties perform cognitive ability 
testing using CASE and CAME.  
Mathematic departments also 
encourage able Mathematicians 
to take part in a Masterclass 
held on Saturday mornings at 
UWE.  At present four Year 8 
pupils are doing this. 

� Club and Societies such as The 
Debating Society offer the 
opportunity not only to debate in 
School but also to enter 
competitions, where they are 
very successful. 

� Summer Schools.  This year we 
have been invited to recommend 
pupils for Summer Schools for 
Languages and Science. 

� Heads of Faculties are informed 
of relevant courses that are run 
by Kilve Court, Bridgewater and 
are invited to recommend able 
pupils. 

 
TAPS was first introduced at The 
Ridings High School in 1997 by Mr S 
Hall, the SENCO at that time.  It was 
introduced to address the needs of the 
‘more able’ – now referred to as ‘Gifted 
and Talented’- as defined in the School 
policy.  It is run as a club or meeting on 
a Monday afternoon for an hour after 

school, with the staff volunteering their 
time. 
 
Pupils are invited to join and selection 
is made through their CATs scores 
where within the strands of Verbal – 
Non Verbal – Quantitive they had 
scored 115+.  This year (Easter 2003) 
we have drawn up a list of about 40 
Year 7 pupils who will be invited to join 
the existing group of Year 8 and Year 9 
pupils. 
 
We operate a modular approach to the 
work with each module running for 
three weeks on a timetabled basis. 
 
Our aim is to extend the students 
academic or intellectual gifts by 
extending the syllabus.  Various topics 
are offered by staff themselves.  This 
year, amongst other things, we have 
had: 
 
� Memory Skills 
� Debating 
� An introduction to Polish 

 
I have received positive feedback from 
pupils, who enjoy taking part and 
appreciate the variety of different 
experiences offered them. 

 
 
 

SUPPORTING GIFTED AND TALENTED SPORT PEOPLE
JUNIOR ATHLETE EDUCATION 

JEANETTE QUINN 
 
Fifty percent of those talented in sport are also good at other subjects i.e. multi-talented; 
however, there is an extensive number who leave the performance pathway 
due to burn - out.  This burn - out may be due to ‘too much too soon’ and/or 
possible boredom or it may be because of their high performance in a number 
of other areas forces choices to be made.  They do not necessarily need more 
coaching at school, they need support, flexibility and often individual 
timetabling, a multi-agency approach between the school, the club and their 
home. 
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One difficulty is the identification of a talented sports person especially in the aesthetic areas.  In 
fact it is probably harder to determine than in any other academic subject. 
 
There are 3 main groups of talented sports people: 

1. Those already within National Governing Bodies (NGB) World Class programme.  Often 
the youngsters do not share their achievements with school so it’s important to find out 
who, what, with whom, for how long and nature of their sport. 

2. Those picked out by school but not known by NGBs high potential.  There are often 
significant numbers who fall into this category. 

3. Those not picked up by school or NGBs (usually around Key Stage 2-3 stages). 
 
Obviously an achievement baseline needs to be known for each specific sport, but it is well 
known that physical education can take a student so far and then an elite club with high-level 
specialist coaches needs to take over.  Students benefit from the communication and 
socialisation etc… within their lessons but their time can be wasted if the lesson is pitched at 
performance far below their level. 
 
Long Term Athlete Development (LTAD) 
Some sports require early specialisation; for example, gymnastics.  However, 
for most sports children need to learn core, fundamental skills, the best age 
being between 8-12 years.  If they haven’t learnt basic skills by then, it 
becomes almost impossible to relearn e.g. over-arm throw.  Istvan Bahli 
is a pioneer of the LTAD programme, which enables children to learn 
basic skills, that can be transferred between sports.  Children are 
enabled to swap skills between sports and thus avoid burn-out and/or 
boredom. 
 
Junior Athlete Education (JAE) 
This programme is designed to assist schools in the support they provide for talented young 
sports people.  It encourages schools to work with identified pupils, their parents and coaches to 
reduce conflict between education and sport, enabling the young athlete to maximise their 
sporting and academic potential.  JAE is implemented through the Youth Sport Trust and will be 
cascaded through South Gloucestershire’s Sports Colleges and School Sport Coordinator 
programme.  Key features include: 
• Workshops for talented young athletes – covering areas such as lifestyle management, 

performance profiling and identifying ‘hotspots’ when there are clashes of demands. 
• A workshop for their parents – covering knowledge of the needs and demands made on the 

students in the sport and in the school, how they play a crucial part in the team. 
• Mentoring Support – ‘neutral’ mentors (not associated with PE and therefore 

impartial) to support the student in becoming independent thinkers. 
 

All these aspects come with nationally recognised training and should be 
embedded in whole school policy on Gifted and Talented provision.  
There will be some students who are low - need students – very 
organised, supportive parents and motivated, but there will always be 
high - need students who are not necessarily high achievers, often 

forgetful, disorganised and with little parental support. They may need 
one - to - one mentoring on a weekly basis. 
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This is a very exciting time to maximise students’ potential in all areas of excellence.  Kath 
Wilson from The Grange Sports College, is an Advanced Skills Teacher in PE and is on the 
Gifted and Talented steering group, so we can be reassured that sport will be well up on future 
developments in South Gloucestershire. 
 

Jeanette Quinn, Youth Sport Development Adviser (Tel: 01454 865823) 
 
 

GIFTED AND TALENTED IN PE 
AT THE GRANGE SCHOOL AND SPORTS COLLEGE 

KATH WILSON 
 
In September 2002, Ben Tan, of the Youth Sports Trust, visited South Gloucestershire to talk to 
a number of members of the Sports Development Team, the School Sports Coordinators, Tom 
Whittingham, Tony Small and me.  His presentation was going to focus on one of the objectives 
that we were writing at the time for the Sports College bid. 
 
The focus of Ben’s work is to coordinate the Gifted and Talented Programme at Loughborough 
University as part of the work of the Youth Sports Trust.  Several organisations, including the 
Youth Sports Trust, Sports Coach UK and National Governing Bodies (NGBs), have been 
working together to present a clear vision for talent development in this country.  The intention is 
to ensure that all young people have the opportunity to experience quality physical and sport 
opportunities and for those who demonstrate high levels of performance, at whatever age, a 
system of coordinated support is made readily available to them.  This will require schools and 
sports clubs, teachers and coaches to work together to ensure that their efforts are coordinated 
and employ practices that allow sporting talent to flourish. 
 
Much of this work is based on the principles established by Dr Istvan Bahli to support system 
building in sport.  The principles of Bahli’s long-term athlete development has provided a 
framework for all sporting organisations, PE teachers, coaches in sports clubs and all others 
involved in talent development, to encourage and develop practices that take a longer-term view 
of talent development. 
 
The Grange School and Sports College will play an important role in this work, helping to 
establish strong talent development programmes in the school sport infrastructure.  By working 
with sports clubs they intend to develop strong links between schools, clubs,coaches, athletes 
and their parents. 
 
As a part of the programme, an event for netball players was run by TEAMBATH on Wednesday 
25th June 2003 at The Grange School and Sports College.  It was a mini World Championships 
where all of the teams from Avon, Somerset, Wiltshire and Gloucestershire represented one of 
the nations who participated in the netball World Championships in Jamaica in July 2003.  Bath 
University is home of the region’s High Performance Centre for Netball, part of the new English 
Institute of Sport currently under construction.  It offers visits from National Players, Talent 
Identification Programmes, Leagues for talented players and seminars and workshops for 
coaches and teachers.  The under-15 tournament was won by The Grange School and Sports 
College team who are all very dedicated and talented netball players. 
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It is hoped that Bath University will be able to continue to provide opportunities for Gifted and 
Talented pupils across all areas of the Physical Education and sport curriculum to stretch the 
knowledge and skills of pupils.  As part of The Grange School and Sports College’s PE 
Department Inclusion Policy it is hoped that additional activities outside the traditional curriculum 
can be experienced by pupils. 
 
If you would like more information about the work of the Youth Sports Trust’s Gifted and 
Talented Programme, contact Ben Tan on 01509 226633, Chris Earle at the Institute of Youth 
Sport on 07779 598128 or email: c.c.earle@lboro.ac.uk  
 

 
For further details on the netball programmes at Bath University, contact Anna Mayes on 
01225 383791 or email: adslg@bath.ac.uk 

 
 
Register of Gifted and Talented Pupils for Physical Education 
 
Many schools may not have begun to include talented pupils on the register for PE and Sport.  If 
there is no clear policy for those who should be included, it may be useful to consider 
representation for a sport at County level or above, registration with a professional club or 
nomination from an accredited Governing Body or Sports Club. 
 
 

GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN TALKING ABOUT THEIR 
EXPERIENCES 

 
Anisha is a very gifted pupil in Mathematics 
who goes to Crossways Infant School, 
Thornbury.   
 

At Year 1 she has a good grasp of numerical 
computation and can apply this to a variety 
of problem solving situations.   
 
Anisha was asked how she felt about school 
and this is her first unaided draft to explain 
her view of school life.

 
Margaret Smith, Headteacher, Crossways 
Infant School, Thornbury 
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Pupils who achieved a good level 3 for their writing at Cranleigh Court Infant School were asked 
to review their stories with the Literacy Coordinator and think about how they had decided what 
to write.  Several questions were used as prompts.  They were asked how they had chosen their 
character’s name, how they got their ideas and was it their best story.  This is what they said: 
 

 
Emily 

I thought of an animal and I’d read a cheetah 
story before so that gave me the idea.  I 
thought of all the things that he had done 
wrong and I changed them a bit and put it in 
my story.  Charlie is a ch sound like cheetah 
and that is alliteration so I gave him that name.  
We also had to write a plan as well, which 
helped. 
 

 
Jack 

I thought of a letter sound for a name… like 
Bad Bat.  It was my best story ever.  I decided 
some bits and then I stopped and had to think 
about the rest. 

 
Matthew 

I’m not sure if it was my best story because I 
did a few mistakes and I left a word out of the 
last sentence so it doesn’t make sense.  I 
thought of a safari truck because the story was 
about the wild. 

 
Phoebe 

I thought about writing about a rabbit and tried 
to make his name sound like alliteration.  Mrs T 
told us a story, which gave me an idea of what 
to write about.  Then I thought of a name.  In 
the story someone didn’t listen so I put 
someone in my story who didn’t listen.  My 
best word in the story is scorching. 
 

 
Georgia 

I’ve written about a zebra called Dizzy because 
I’ve got a teddy called that.  The story had to 
be sort of the same as the one we were read 
but different things had to happen.  I’m not 
sure if it was my best. 

 
Christine 

I’ve got a CD called Foxy Lady it wasn’t her 
real name but I called my character Foxer 
because her voice is all sly sounding and foxes 
are sly and Foxer is a sly sort of name.  It is 
sort of my best story ever…  I did one when I 
was younger but the writing was all scribbly but 
I think the story was better. 
 

 
All the children explained that the story plan had been helpful when writing. 

 
Alison Fairburn, Literacy Coordinator – More Able Year 2 Mixed Catchment Area,  

Cranleigh Court Infant School,  
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Do you have any contributions from Gifted and Talented students in your 
school that we could publish in our next Newsletter?   
Please send them to:  
 

Julia Mabey, School Improvement Adviser 
South Gloucestershire Advisory Service 

Bowling Hill, Chipping Sodbury 
South Gloucestershire, BS37 6JX 

 
 

 
 

IDEAS TO SUPPORT PUPILS  
WITH GIFTS AND TALENTS 

 
In the recent audit of practice to support 
Gifted and Talented pupils in our LEA many 
schools asked for ideas to support 
enrichment in the classroom.  We know that 
many pupils with gifts and talents use higher 
order thinking skills.  These can be woven 
into learning situations by effective 
questioning.  Here are some examples you 
may find useful across the whole school. 
 
Questioning to develop higher order 
thinking. 
Best practice at our school is seen 
when……… 
 
there is a whole school approach to 
questioning, which is understood by all 
teachers AND other adults in the classroom;  
 
planning indicates the Key Objectives (lower 
and higher order), which would structure a 
task or activity and the learning outcomes  
which questioning is linked; 
 
teachers communicate to pupils what these 
learning outcomes are, against which pupils’ 
responses will be relevant; 
 
questions sometimes do not have question 
mark… Playing devil’s advocate, probing 
(who else agrees?  Disagrees?  Who can tell  
 

me more? etc…) encourages children to 
reason things through; 
 
questions are differentially targeted at 
specific pupils and several, rather than just 
one, questions are asked of the pupil to 
encourage thinking aloud; children are 
asked to choose other children to answer a 
question; 
 
prompting questions (including non-verbal 
questions!) are used effectively to develop 
individual pupil’s responses and ideas, to 
gain alternative responses and/or to clarify 
what has been said; 
 
questions (including those in verbal and 
written marking) are used to challenge 
thinking; non-verbal responses are 
encouraged (thumbs up/down!) ; 
 
pupils are provided with the opportunity to 
ask questions (of themselves, their peers 
and of other adults in the classroom); 
 
questions are used to stimulate thinking 
skills, encouraging analysis and reasoning, 
justification, speculation and creative 
thinking; 
 
not always expecting ‘one’ answer… ask 
children to propose several different 
responses and possibilities; 
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classroom and school displays incorporate 
higher and lower order questions and are 
interactive for pupils; 
 
pupils are given appropriate ‘waiting’ and 
‘thinking’ time to respond to questions: Think 
Pair, Share strategy is used as appropriate; 
 
pupils are provided with effective feedback 
and feed forward to develop learning… and 
what about pupil’s self-assessment 
strategies? 
 

Challenge Corner contains higher order 
questions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHY TASC? 
THINKING ACTIVITY IN A SOCIAL CONTEXT 

 
An approach to inspire teachers to use thinking and problem solving skills effectively for all 
pupils not just the Gifted and Talented.  (Reference – Teaching Thinking Skills Across the 
Primary Curriculum edited by Belle Wallace, 2001, Davis Fulton Publishers). 
 

T THINKING is not static, makes us human, can be developed 
 

A ACTIVE not passive, pupils are empowered and involved 
 

S SOCIAL in a democratic, cooperative climate that encourages human rights 
 

C CONTEXT needs to be culturally meaningful, relevant, linked to real life 
 
� In her book the author uses active and social thinking skills to support all pupils but 

especially those with Gifts and Talents.  There is particular reference to teaching History 
but the TASC process can relate to any subject.   

 
TASC is a systematic approach to enabling children to learn more deeply and profoundly. 
 
References: 
� Thinking Actively in a Social Context – Belle Wallace and Harvey Adams (1993) AB 

Academic Publishers 
� Teaching Thinking Skills Across the Primary Curriculum edited by Belle Wallace (2001) 

NACE/Fulton Publishers 
� Teaching History to Develop Thinking Skills edited by Belle Wallace (2003) NACE/Fulton 

Publishers 
 
 
 

If you have any Top Tips to share with 
colleagues then please email or 
phone them to us at the centre for the 
next newsletter.
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NEWS FROM SUMMER SCHOOLS FOR GIFTED AND TALENTED 
PUPILS 

 
During the first weeks of the holidays, summer schools for Gifted and Talented pupils took place 
at Chipping Sodbury School and Marlwood School.  The theme for the fortnight at Chipping 
Sodbury was ‘Language and Language Learning – Developing Communication and 
Understanding’, whilst at Marlwood the theme was Science based.  Teachers of Year 6 and 
Year 7 students nominated members of the summer school across the Authority.  The pupils 
maintained a high level of attendance over the two weeks and were clearly highly motivated by 
the activities and opportunity to work together the activities from the fortnight. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Barry Teare has 29 years of teaching experience.  He is a former Headteacher and is well 
respected in the field of effective learning for able and gifted children.  A founder member of 
P.A.C.E (Provision for Able Children in Education), later renamed N.A.C.E (National Association 
for Able Children in Education), Barry is the author of many booklets on the subject; his books 
include,  
Effective Provision for Able and Talented Children,  
Effective resources for Able and Talented Children,  
More Effective Resources for Able and Talented Children  
Challenging Resources for Able and Talented Children 
They are published by Network Educational Press Ltd.   
 
Throughout his career, Barry Teare has been involved in INSET on able children for schools and 
LEAs. 

 

USEFUL RESOURCES 

Queries?  Please phone: 01785 221782 

Network Educational Press Ltd presents Challenging Resources for Able and 
Talented Childrenby Barry Teare. 
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Information from Alison Wood, Literacy Consultant: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colin MacFarlane is a specialist writer-in-education who works intensively with able and gifted 
students of all ages to develop their Creative English and Thinking Skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Training Reminder: 07 October 2003, 04:15 – 05:45pm at Severnside Professional 
Development Centre as CPD booklet page 118. 
 
Secondary Tuesday 21 October 2003, Severnside Professional Development Centre. 

 

                       
 

Gifted and Talented Newsletter is published by South Gloucestershire Advisory Service 
 

G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T G&T 

Getting The Very Best From Able and Gifted Pupils through challenging Creative 
English enrichment.  Colin MacFarlane 

For further information, contact Colin by phone or fax on 
01935 891569 or email: tellingt@aol.com  

NB: Colin spends a great part of his time away from home, 
running courses and workshops, so it is advisable to leave an

evening number as well as a daytime one as most 
arrangements are necessarily made by telephone,  

often out of hours. 

Creative and Inspiring Art and Craft Workshops (for children, adults and young 
adults) by Zabeth MacFarlane, Artist and Craft Person in Education. 

Contact: 
‘Crafty Arts’ 

Railway Cottage Studio, Hardington Marsh 
Near Yeovil, North Somerset, BA22 9QF 

Tel/fax: 01935 891569 
Email: tellingt@aol.com 

Website: http://www.tellingtales.web-page.net 
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� Curriculum Provision for the Gifted and Talented – Elizabeth Eyre 
and Lynne McClure (Age: Primary) - £17.00 (Ref. 82-1725) 
The authors of this book offer practical help to teachers in making day-to-
day provision for the Gifted and Talented pupils in their classroom.  
Designed for Primary teachers and teacher trainers, the book draws 
together current findings in curriculum provision in the core subjects and it 
links theory and practice in such a way that the readers can always benefit 
from exemplar material and then adapt their own teaching to provide an 
inclusive curriculum for the Gifted and Talented children they teach. 
 
 

� Teaching Young Gifted Children in the Regular Classroom, Identifying, Nurturing and 
Challenging – J Smutney, S Walker and E Meckstroth (Age: 4-9 years) - £23.95 (Ref. 23-
744) 
This volume is written for teachers to help recognise and nurture 
giftedness in pupils and provide them with a wealth of proven, practical 
strategies and techniques to create a learning environment to nurture 
and support all pupils. 
 
  

� Teaching the Very Able Child, Developing a Policy and Adapting 
Strategies for Provision – Belle Wallace - £16.00 (Ref. 82-1543) 
Practical help on meeting the needs of the gifted pupil within the 
mainstream school, with advice on formulating and developing an effective whole-school 
policy. 
 
 

� Curriculum Provision for the Gifted and Talented in the Secondary 
School – Deborah Eyre and Hilary Lowe - £16.00 (Ref. 82-3017) 
The authors of this book offer practical help to teachers in making day-to-
day provision for the able in their classroom.  The recommendations for 
classrooms practice are underpinned by sound theoretical perspectives 
and provide a framework for teachers to utilise and design their own 
provision for able pupils. 
Gifted and Talented Learners, Creating a Policy for Inclusion – Barry 
Hymer and Deborah Michel - £14.00 (Ref. 82-4160) 
This book sets out the educational challenges, benefits and possibilities of 
embracing a truly inclusive approach to gifted and talented education and 
provides a framework for schools to create their own inclusive policy in this area of need.  The 
authors set out to demonstrate that the inclusion and standards agendas can – and should – take 
with them the growing interest in the educational needs of gifted and talented pupils.  This is a 
comprehensive and fundamentally practical book, which will be of value to any school or LEA wishing 
to create and implement a dynamic, reflective and inclusive policy for gifted and talented pupils. 
 
 

BOOK LIST 
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� Mapwise, Accelerated Learning Through Visible Thinking  - Oliver Caviglioli and Ian 
Harris - £18.95 (Ref. 50-140) 
In Mapwise you will find out how to model mapping and infuse thinking skills into subject delivery.  
Supports each stage of the accelerated learning process.  Can be used to measure and develop 
intelligence.  Supports pupils of all learning styles in developing their essential learning skills.  Supports 
teacher explanation and pupil understanding.  Makes planning, teaching and reviewing easier and 
more effective. 
 
� NAGC produce a series of leaflets to support parents and professionals on issues relating 
to high ability.   

� Highly Able Children at Pre-School Age 
� Choosing a School for a Highly Able Child 
� The Emotional and Behavioural Needs of Highly Able Children 
� Identification and Assessment of High Ability 
� Early Literacy and Highly Able Children 
� Gifted Children in Primary School 
� Gifted Children in Secondary School 
� Gifted Children and Learning Difficulties 
� Top Ten Frequently Asked Questions on Gifted and Able Children 
� Classroom Strategies for Highly Able Children 
 

They cost £1 per leaflet, or you can buy all 10 titles for only £8.50 from Karen Preston, NAGC, 
Suite 14, Challenge House, Sherwood Drive, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, MK3 6DP.  Cheques 
should be made payable to National Association for Gifted Children. 

 
 

PUPIL RESOURCES 
 
 

AQUILA  
Tel: 01323 431313 
Fax: 01323 731136 

Email: info@aquila.co.uk 
Website: http://www.aquila.co.uk  

 
S T R E T C H their imaginations and explore new topics at home! 

 
Originally conceived by a team of educationlaists working with Able Children, AQUILA magazine 

has continued to challenge and delight bright children for over 10 years.   
 

Monthly themes for 2003: Rats & Mice, Rocks & Minerals, Light & Colour, Cities, Textiles, The 
Normans, Amphibiansm Festivals, Caring for the Planet, Under the Microscope. 

 
AVAILABLE ONLY BY SUBSCRIPTION 
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The topics covered include: 
 
Memory Techniques 
Association Mapping 
Understanding and Summarising 
Time Management 
Revision Techniques 
 
Half, one, two and three day workshop-style seminars are available. 
 

 
 

USEFUL WEBSITES 
 

Liz Thomas, Numeracy Adviser suggested these resources to support Gifted and Talented in 
Mathematics: 
 
Nrich Website – http://www.nrich.maths.org 
A source of excellent problems for Key Stages 1 and 2. 
 
http://www.regents-park.school.hants.gov.uk/mathlink.num 
A school site with problems to solve 
 
Able Pupils Activities on the Exeter site – http://www.ex.ac.uk/cimt/resource 
A series of problems to solve.  They aim to extend pupils mathematical reasoning.  On this site 
there are also pilot materials for a scheme of work for able pupils that can be downloaded. 
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